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A textbook that is not written like a textbook.Astronomy: At Play in the Cosmos brings popular

science writing to a textbook. In every chapter, author Adam FrankÃ¢â‚¬â€¢a co-writer of the NPR

blog Ã¢â‚¬Å“13.7 Cosmos and CultureÃ¢â‚¬Â•Ã¢â‚¬â€¢integrates two interviews with leading

scientists, a fascinating second voice that drives the narrative while making astronomy feel

immediate, relevant, and real for students, and still capturing scienceÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s human nature.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“I enjoyed the writing style of basing it around interviews with current astronomers. It reads

like an article of a pop-sci magazine, but much more in-depth.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - Andrew Fittingoff, Peralta

Community CollegeÃ¢â‚¬Å“The writing style is one of the best I have read. I have done review of

physics, astronomy, and earth sciences books, and by far this author has been one of the most

pleasant I have encountered.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - Celso Batalha, Evergreen Valley CollegeÃ¢â‚¬Å“[Ã¢â‚¬Â¦]

with the incorporation of scientistsÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ voices, it was more like storytelling than what I am used

to from other books. That kept it interesting. Hearing from scientists directly also humanizes the

science, which I think is a good thing.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - Julia Kregenow, Pennsylvania State

UniversityÃ¢â‚¬Å“I like how he brings into the mix real people in Astronomy and how they work and

thinkÃ¢â‚¬Â¦I think that might help keep students reading the material.Ã¢â‚¬Â• - Michael Frey,

Cypress College

Adam Frank is a physicist, astronomer, and writer. His research focuses on computational



astrophysics with an emphasis on star formation and late stages of stellar evolution. His popular

writing has focused on issues of science it its cultural context including issues of science and

religion and the role of technology in the human experience of time. He is a co-founder of National

Public RadioÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s 13.7 Cosmos and Culture Blog. Learn more about Adam at

www.adamfrankscience.com.
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